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NEAF is a web-based tool that has been developed
to assist researchers of all disciplines to complete
research ethics proposals for submission to Human
Research Ethics Committees (HRECs), and to

assist HRECs to consistently and efficiently assess
these proposals. It has been designed to meet the
requirements of relevant guidelines with the aim of
increasing the efficiency and quality of the ethical
review process for all parties involved.

NEAF has undergone revision to coincide with
changes to the National Statement on Ethical
Conduct in Human Research that was released in
2007. In addition to these changes, user feedback
has provided opportunity to improve NEAF to be
more suitable for both user and HREC needs. To
this end, the order in which NEAF questions appear
has changed significantly. The number of NEAF
questions has also changed significantly in an effort
to reduce repetition and provide a more streamlined
ethics form.

A document outlining the major changes and
differences between NEAF v.1.1 and v.2.0 is located
on the NEAF website (www.neaf.gov.au).
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The overall functionality of NEAF will remain similar

to NEAF v.1.1 as will most general features such as
logging in, invite user, copy, save, print and access to
guideline reference material. Although questions in NEAF
v.2.0 have been set out differently and some questions
removed altogether, the dynamic mode of answering
questions in a proposal will remain the same.

Once registered with NEAF, you may log on at any time.
NEAF is provided in a secure IT environment. It allows
you to complete a research ethics proposal over a period
of time — allowing you to start and save a proposal to
come back to later. Because NEAF is dynamic, you only
see questions relevant to your research proposal — making
the process quicker and more efficient for researchers.

NEAF allows you to identify more than one HREC that
you will be submitting your proposal to, allowing you
to complete one proposal to submit to more than one
HREC. This will remove the need for researchers to
prepare multiple application forms and means that all
HRECs receive identical information about the proposal.

NEAF users may invite other users to edit or read their
proposals through NEAF. For example, you may wish to

invite a co-investigator or supervisor to view your proposal.
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Both NSW Health and Queensland Health have
licenced copies of the NHMRCs NEAF. The
licenced copies are administered individually

by the respective state department. The forms

may include minor differences in comparison to
NEAF, but ultimately will address the same ethical
issues as required for ethical approval. If you are
unsure which form you need to use for your ethics
application, it is recommended you contact your
HREC to determine which form they will accept.

Detailed information on how to use NEAF is
provided on-line once you have registered. If
you experience any difficulties, your first point
of reference should be the on-line Quick Start
Guide, Help and Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs) list. However, if you are unable to
obtain a resolution this way, additional support
is available by emailing neafassist@nhmrc.gov.au
or by telephoning NEAF Assist on 1800 823 993
(operating hours: 9am-5pm, Monday to Friday).




